
 

 
DESCRIPTION 
Tonica Viola Strings 
 
 
 

 

 

Tonica
A New Formula for a
trusted favorite string

nylon core strings●

lively and round sound●

easy tone attack●

very easy response●

Features  

Tonica strings have a core made from nylon.●

They produce a lively well-rounded sound,

perfectly balanced across all four strings.

●

Responding instantly to any bowing style, they

reward both player and listener with an open and

direct sound.

●

With substantially reduced background 'hiss',

players can sustain a more even tone helping to

achieve smoother string crossings.

●

With a highly responsive left hand feel, Tonica

strings remain very easy to play all the way up to

the highest positions.

●

Projection and brilliance have been upgraded.●

However, this excess does not mean that the

Tonica has lost its warmth.

●

Playing pianissimo has considerably improved.●

All bow strokes are possible resulting in smooth

crossings from one note to another.

●

Easy right hand articulation and tone attack.●

Due to their medium string tension Tonica strings

are suitable for all instruments.

●

Insensitive to variations in temperature and

humidity

●
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DETAILS

 
 
 

 

Set Gauges
A- and D-aluminum, G-silver, C-tungsten-silver● medium●

Sizes Packaging
Tonica strings are available in 4/4, 3/4 - 1/2 and 1/4

- 1/8 as well as for:

●

40cm (15.75") and 43cm (16.93'') vibrating string

length.

●

envelope●

Viola Tonica® „New Formula!“
Over the years PIRASTRO has developed new
concepts and ways of constructing strings. We have
made important advances in string technology and
gained new expertise.

During this development phase we introduced
popular brands such as the Obligato, Evah Pirazzi,
Evah Pirazzi Gold, and Passione. Using all of our new
knowledge and advanced techniques we decided to
re-design a nylon core string set. As a result we are
proud to announce that we have improved the
overall tone and playability of the Tonica® viola set.

What has changed?
Playability

Easier and faster bow response.●

Considerable improvement in playing pianissimo.●

Smooth crossings from one note to another using

any bow stroke.

●

Easier right hand articulation and tone attack.●

Sound Characteristic

New Formula set composition
The C string of the original Tonica® set was silver
wound which resulted in a very warm and soft sound
which created a lack of brilliance in the overall set
harmony.

The C of our New Formula Tonica set is now wound
with a tungsten-silver combination resulting in an
improved set harmony, projection, and brilliance. 

Former Viola Tonica®
Strings

New Viola Tonica®
Strings

4221 A Aluminum 4221 A Aluminum
4222 D Aluminum 4222 D Aluminum
4223 G Silver 4223 G Silver
4224 C Silver 4229 C Tungsten-Silver
4220 Set medium 4220 Set medium

What about the color code? How do I know
whether I play the old or new Tonica® version?
We will mark the Tonica® envelops with “New
Formula!” to indicate that the violist has the new
version. Please refer to the picture of the envelope.
Once the Tonica® is installed on the viola the luthier

Viola > Synthetic Strings > Tonica

Strings Handmade in Germany
Strings · Rosin · Accessories · since 1798

Pirastro GmbH · Senefelderstr. 80 · 63069 Offenbach am Main/GER · info@pirastro.com · T +49 69 840 090 -0 · F +49 69 831 663

www.pirastro.com
December 7, 2025

Page 2 of 4

http://pirastro.com/public_pirastro/pages/en/Stringfinder-00002?instrument=155_Viola
http://pirastro.com/public_pirastro/pages/en/Stringfinder-00002?instrument=155_Viola&material=K
http://pirastro.com/public_pirastro/pages/en/Tonica-00005
http://pirastro.com/public_pirastro/pages/en/


 

 

 
OPTIONS

 

The New Formula Tonica® now has a livelier, more

open, and round sound with less side noises.

●

Improved projection and brilliance without

sacrificing the original formula‘s warmth.

●

Greatly improved overall set harmony.●

or player can recognize the new version by looking
at the color code winding at the
tailpiece end. Please refer to the picture below with
the former version at the top: The last bit of the red
thread facing towards the bridge is now approx. 10
mm whereas before it was only 3 mm. This change
will be permanent.

Fractional sized Tonica® and Tonica® for 40cm
and 43cm vibrating string length?
Same as for the full sized string sets the 3/4 - 1/2
sized and 40cm (15.75") and 43cm (16.93") ones have
also been enhanced.

TONE ITEM DESCRIPTION SIZE kg PEG END TAILPIECE END ART.NO.

A Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 4/4 6,4 422121

D Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 4/4 5,6 422221

G Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 4/4 5,3 422321

C Synthetic/Tungsten-Silver Mittel 4/4 5,6 422921

SET Mittel Envelope 4/4 422021

A Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 40cm 5,9 422161

D Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 40cm 5,8 422261

G Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 40cm 5,6 422361

C Synthetic/Tungsten-Silver Mittel 40cm 5,8 422961

SET Mittel Envelope 40cm 422061

A Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 43cm 6,3 422181

D Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 43cm 5,9 422281

G Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 43cm 5,7 422381

C Synthetic/Tungsten-Silver Mittel 43cm 5,8 422981
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ROSIN

For best result we recommend that you use Tonica rosin.
 

Please note:

The entire content of this file (data, texts, images, illustrations, and information of all types) is protected under copyright and trademark law, where

applicable also in favor of a third party. Therefore, it is not permissible to copy and distribute this file in its entirety or in part without the consent of the

respective originator/copyright owner. Unaffected remains regulation Â§ 53 UrhG (copying for private and other personal use).

TONE ITEM DESCRIPTION SIZE kg PEG END TAILPIECE END ART.NO.

SET Mittel Envelope 43cm 422081

A Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 3/4-1/2 5,2 422141

D Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 3/4-1/2 4,2 422241

G Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 3/4-1/2 4,5 422341

C Synthetic/Tungsten-Silver Mittel 3/4-1/2 4,3 422941

SET Mittel Envelope 3/4-1/2 422041

A Synthetic/Aluminum Mittel Envelope 1/4-1/8 4,8 422151

D Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 1/4-1/8 4,5 422251

G Synthetic/Silver Mittel Envelope 1/4-1/8 4,4 422351

C Synthetic/Tungsten-Silver Mittel 1/4-1/8 4,2 422951

SET Mittel Envelope 1/4-1/8 422051
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